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Values-Driven 
Writing

You will have more 
success at writing if you 
define a specific niche well–
for yourself and for others. 

But before you can do 
that you must define your 
core values.

Knowing who your 
audience is and drilling down 
to specifics will be on shaky 
ground without this initial 
orientation.

You are setting your 
compass and that is critical 
to achieving satisfying 
success.

-Lectores Legere

WORKSHEET

On the next page you will get 
started determining your core 

values. With some structured 
introspection and deeper thinking 

you can shift from just loving to 
write to setting up a foundation 

for developing the unique niche  
that will define your next steps. As 

you move from doing what you 
love to finding your “true north” 

you’ll begin to realize how you can 
accomplish bigger things.

The Basics
Find your niche by defining your core.

THE COMPASS WORKSHEET
On the next page, answer the 

clarifying questions.
Your honesty is important. 

First, answer the questions without 
putting in too much thought. Then 
review your answers.

Second, put the worksheet away for a 
few days. After a few days come back 
and make a second pass. Work through 
the answers more carefully and make 
some notes about your findings.
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FINDING  AND DEFINING YOUR VALUES

List 5 to 10 qualities you value. (Example: 
honesty, integr ity, harmony, authentic ity, 
innovation, etc.) Use a thesaurus to help you.

Before you put this paper away to mull for a few 
days. Pray about some of the things you wrote down. 
Don’t do all the talking. Remember that prayer is a 

circular dialogue. Any good conversations means that 
you speak but you listen too. 

Ask for guidance as you discover and hone in on 
your core values.

You will be operating from this starting point. 
Your values will be your compass for the next part of 
your journey.

After some prayer and some quiet, note your 
thoughts.

PRAYER AND REFLECTION

DEAL BREAKERS
List the types of things you won’t do because 

they will abandon your values.

TRUE NORTH
List a few things you need to work on to align 

your values with how you will write.
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